
 

 

 

Field Hockey BC Policy Governance 

Membership Policy  

Community Field Hockey Clubs 

Policy Objective 
 

The purpose of this policy is to align to Society Bylaws and set a standard for Membership designation under 

such Bylaws.  

Definitions: 
 

• FHBC Member Club – are those BC Field Hockey Clubs that are duly incorporated as BC Not-For-Profit 
Society’s (in good standing) and meet the obligations and standards set out and required by Field 
Hockey BC to be considered a Society ‘Member’. 

 

• Registered Participants are those individuals (who may be players, officials, coaches, volunteers, or 
administrators) who have formally registered and paid the requisite fee (as appropriate) with both 
Field Hockey BC and Field Hockey Canada for the season in question. 
 

• A season in this case is defined as a twelve-month period beginning on September 1st and ending on 
August 31st.  
 

FAQ: 
 

• If a group that calls itself a field hockey club or association chooses under this policy NOT to be 
recognized as a FHBC Member Club, then what governance policy is applicable to such a group? 

o Such a group may be recognized under the FHBC Sanctioning Policy.  
 

• How is the Volunteer Registered Participant category defined? 
o The Volunteer Registered Participant category is defined as a volunteer who has been 

assigned by the Member Club to actively support club programming, governance, or 
events.  

o A Volunteer Registered Participant is not an active field hockey player, coach, umpire, 
nor administrator. If a volunteer is active in any of the above categories, then they are 
required to formally register as a participant in the highest appropriate category. 
 

Process for policy execution: 
 

1. Application for FHBC Member designation will be in writing to Field Hockey BC (FHBC). 



 

 

2. FHBC has recognized the need to allow time for community clubs to meet the membership 
requirements outlined in this document. A calendar outline for transition and the associated deadlines 
for membership compliance are included in Appendix A of this document. 
 

3. Once an application for Member Club status has been designated by FHBC as eligible for consideration 
under the membership policy, the applicant will be required to provide written confirmation that the 
following Member requirements have been or will be met: 

 
a) That the Member Club be duly incorporated as a BC non-profit Society and be in good standing 

with the BC Society Act.  
 
A copy of the following documents must be sent to FHBC: 

 

• The Member Club ‘Certificate of Incorporation’ 

• The Member Club ‘Constitution’ document 

• The Member Club ‘Bylaws’ document  
 

Noting that: 
 
The documents listed above need to be sent to FHBC following successful incorporation as a BC Non-
Profit Society. And that, thereafter, should either the Member Club ‘Constitution’ document or 
‘Bylaws’ document change, then the applicable document revision must be sent to FHBC.  

 
b) That the Member Club submit in writing the names and contact details for all elected officers of 

the Member Club to FHBC (this could be following the Member Club’s Annual General Meeting). 
 

c) That it be mandatory that all Member Club participants be Registered Participants in good 
standing of both Field Hockey BC and Field Hockey Canada: 

 
a. An FHBC Member Club is required to ensure that all associated players, coaches, officials, 

volunteers and administrators are duly registered and in good standing with the 
National (Field Hockey Canada) and Provincial Body (Field Hockey BC). Such registration 
is required prior to active participation within the Member Club and all registrants are 
referred to according to Society bylaws as ‘Registered Participants’. 

 
d) For the Member Club to formally adopt the FHBC Safe Sport Policy Suite (Codes of 

Conduct/Discipline Policy/Appeals Policy): 
 

e) That the Member Club return confirmation in writing to FHBC that the FHBC Policy Suite has been 
formally adopted by the Member Club Governance Board or Registered Participant Membership 
(as may be required). That notice of such formal adoption, to include the applicable 
documentation has been circulated to the Member Club’s Registered Participant membership. 
 

f) That such formal adoption of the FHBC Safe Sport Policy Suite be completed prior to the 
commencement of seasonal Member Club operations, or subject to exceptional circumstance, by 
written agreement from FHBC to have completed formal adoption by a set calendar deadline date 
(please refer to Appendix A for transition timeline during the 2024-25 season). 

 
g) That the Member Club be responsible for reporting to FHBC written records of Disciplinary 

Sanctions that involve the formal application of the Discipline Policy and fall under the heading 



 

 

‘major infraction’. That such written records be submitted to FHBC within 15 business days 
following the notice of sanction. 

 
h) That the Member Club be responsible for completing Criminal Records Check clearance for 

governance committee members, employees, coaches, officials, and volunteers within club 
operations.  

 
i) That the Member Club consider taking out a Directors and Officers Liability Insurance Policy for the 

Club. This is strongly recommended by FHBC and not a mandatory requirement. 
 
j) That the Member Club formally recognize (Board minutes) the requirement to prepare for and 

align to minimum mandatory standards (coaches and officials) as set out by the National Sport 
Organization (Field Hockey Canada). Such coaching standards become mandatory in 2025-26 and 
as such FHBC is once more serving notice of the importance for a Member Club to prepare in 
advance for this transition. NCCP minimum and mandatory standards framework can be found at 
the following link: https://fieldhockeybc.com/coaches/coaching-education/ . 

 
k) Upon receipt of written notice from the applicant confirming adherence or commitment to 

transition to all requirements of the membership policy (including receipt of the required 
documentation), FHBC will notify the applicant in writing whether formal Member Club status 
with the Society has been approved. 

 
l) Once Membership status has been approved, and for as long as the Member Club maintains 

good standing under this policy, in-house Member Club field hockey activity is considered 
sanctioned. 

 

APPENDIX A 
 

Calendar Outline for Membership Policy Transition 
 

A Member Club is required to submit Board minutes confirming the Clubs commitment to meet FHBC 
Membership Policy and within this the commitment to meet the transition deadlines specified below: 
 

▪ Board minutes submission to FHBC (via e-mail or upload – FHBC will advise) by June 30, 2025. 
 
▪ The commitment to have all applicant Club members or participants register formally as ‘Registered 

Participants’ with Field Hockey BC and Field Hockey Canada prior to active participation (see point 3D). 
Calendar deadline in this case is prior to active participation by the club member or participant. 
 

▪ To confirm formal adoption of the FHBC Safe Sport Policy Suite (see point 3E) by June 30, 2025. 
 

▪ To have submitted a formal application for BC incorporated non-profit status under the BC Society Act 
(ONLY for applicants that are not already incorporated as a BC non-profit Society) by July 31, 2025. 

 
▪ To submit the names and contact detail for officers of the incorporated Member Club by October 31, 

2025. 
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